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Dear Friend,

Re: Cambridgeshire User Led Organisation - Right to Control Consultation Event 

I am writing on behalf of Cambridgeshire User Led Organisation (ULO) to invite you to an important consultation event. 

As you may have heard the Office for Disability Issues has launched a new set of proposals called ‘Right to Control’. These proposals could dramatically change the way in which disabled people control the services they receive and how they live their lives. On 25 September, Cambridgeshire ULO is holding a consultation event to discuss these proposals. 

The purpose of the event is to capture the views of people so that we can help shape the new policies. The consultation will start at 12pm with a free lunch and will end at 4pm. It will be held at the accessible conferencing facility at Wood Green Animal Shelters, King's Bush Farm, London Road, Godmanchester, Cambs, PE29 2NH. We will meet reasonable travel costs for anyone who would otherwise not be able to attend.
About the Right to Control consultation

The Right to Control proposes to radically alter the way in which disabled people can use state funding. Disabled people will have the option of choosing who delivers services to them and how these are received, with the aim of having as much or as little control over this as they choose. Cambridgeshire ULO is very keen to hear people’s views on some of the really important questions concerning the proposals. This consultation will focus on four questions:

· What should be included in the Right to Control funding?
· What things would public bodies need to do to make it as easy as possible for disabled people to access different funding streams?
· What rules might get in the way of how support is provided?
· What does the government need to do to ensure disabled people play a full part in the proposed changes to the way services are delivered?
Full details of the consultation document can be found at www.officefordisability.gov.uk/working/right-to-control.php. Consultation documents will also be available at the event.

Is this the same as Self Directed Support?

Self Directed Support was launched in Cambridgeshire earlier this year following an extensive consultation exercise. Right To Control is a national consultation with feedback going directly to government to inform future policy.  At the event Cambridgeshire County Council will feedback on the main issues highlighted in the consultation which preceded the introduction of Self Directed Support in Cambridgeshire.
Right to Control has the potential to have a really positive impact on disabled people’s lives. This is your opportunity to shape these new policies so that they allow disabled people to gain independence and live their lives the way they want to. 

If you would like attend the event then please complete and return the attached booking form. If you would like any further information about the event please contact me on 01223 576550 or email andrewg@headway-cambs.org.uk. Details about the ULO can be found on our website www.cambsulo.org.uk.
I look forward to hearing from you 

Kind regards 
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Andrew Gardner
Chair, Cambridgeshire User Led Organisation

PS If you are not able to attend but would like to contribute then please send me your views on the questions listed above
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Right To Control Consultation Event

Friday 25 September
The Margaret Young Meeting Room, Wood Green Animal Shelters, King's Bush Farm, London Road, Godmanchester, Cambridgeshire, PE29 2NH
AGENDA

12.00 
Registration and lunch
12.45

What is the Right To Control Consultation?

Andrew Gardner, Chair, Cambridgeshire ULO

13.00
What do disabled people want from services in Cambridgeshire? – highlights from the Cambridgeshire ULO Engagement and Involvement consultation.


Andrew Gardner, Chair, Cambridgeshire ULO
13.15

Highlights from the Self Directed Support consultation.

Mike Hay, Head of Transformation, Cambridgeshire County Council
13.30

How the Consultation will work

Andrew Gardner, Cambridgeshire ULO
13.40 Session 1 - Break out groups discuss two questions
14.15

Break

14.30  
Session 2 - Break out groups discuss two questions

15.30
Question and Answer session and opportunity to review consultation feedback

16.00

Event ends

RIGHT TO CONTROL BOOKING FORM
	Name: 



	Organisation: (if you are attending on behalf of an organisation) 



	Address: 



	Telephone: 



	Email: 



	

	Will you be bringing a Personal Assistant with you? 



	If yes, what is their name:



	

	Is there anything we need to know or do to ensure that the event is fully accessible for you?



	

	Do you require any communication support?



	If yes, please explain:



	

	Do you have any special dietary requirements?



	If yes, please specify:



	

	Details of reasonable travel expenses if applicable:



	

	Please return this form either by post or email to:

Cambridgeshire ULO, c/o Ann Weitzel, Office Manager, Headway Cambridgeshire, Brookfields, Mill Road, Cambridge, CB1 3DF 

annw@headway-cambs.org.uk
If you have any queries please telephone on 01223 576550


