Pen Profiles: The Cambridgeshire ULO 
Members of the Transitional Board: in alphabetical order by surname

Gerri Bird has had an impairment since childhood, after contracting Polio in both legs and one arm, which meant she had to wear callipers on both legs and use crutches.  As the years have gone on, Gerri has become a wheelchair user.
Gerri worked for Cambridge City Council and went on to work for Disability Cambridgeshire, formerly know as Directions Plus.  As the Forum Manager at Disability Cambridgeshire, Gerri develops forums around the county and in Cambridge city to give disabled people a voice. She also provides Disability Equality Training and Access Surveys.

Gerri has campaigned for many years about access issues and has worked with the BBC on transport issues and been featured on local TV, in local papers, in the magazine ‘Disability Now’ and on the ‘Politics Show’ about the abuse of the Blue Badge scheme. 

Kadie Chapman is a carer and an agent for her disabled son who has a life threatening medical condition and learning difficulties.  Six months ago he was allocated a personal budget as part of his self directed support after being one of the 1st young people to receive ‘Direct Payments’ from Children’s services.   As an agent she is employing on his behalf a team to provide the necessary 24/7 support required and facilitate the other actives to maximise his independence.  

Kadie is on the Opportunities Trust Board as well as contributing in numerous ways to helping Cambridgeshire County Council to better understand the needs of people with learning disabilities.  She has been part of the Cambridge Parent/carer Group and helped delivered various presentations and training on Transition/key workers etc.

Kadie Chapman is the Management Accountant for Speaking Up where she has worked for five years.  She is passionate about the needs of the individual and for everyone to have the life they would choose.

Sharon Cox is a mental health service user and a carer for her husband who is physically impaired.  Sharon has been the chairperson of Hunts Mind for the last 6 years. Although this is time consuming, Sharon wears a number of other hats including facilitator of the Hunts User Forum, group facilitator for social and therapy groups, mental health trainer, and service user advisor and carer within Huntingdonshire. All of this has allowed Sharon to use her experience, not only to campaign for better services, but to assist actively in the last 3 years in the recovery of other disabled people. 

Sharon has been recognised many times for her contribution to the mental health sector and has received national and local awards. She was also on the project steering group for the set up of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Mental Health Partnership Trust (CPMHPT).

Andrew Gardner has been with Headway Cambridgeshire since September 2007, with a brief to lead the organisation through a period of change as the service develops in response to future changes in statutory funding. 

With twenty two years experience in the private sector he was most recently a Board Director for a Cambridge-based consultancy responsible for the sales and implementation of complex technology solutions to UK and international customers. 

Previously, he worked in a range of commercial and R&D organisations holding senior positions in project management, human resources, training and sales management. 

Lynne Hester is an individual user member of the Board and has previously worked as a Community Development Officer at Cambridge City Council for 11 years, providing advice and support to new and existing disabled peoples’ organisations.   
Promoting diversity and equality has been a key theme in all of her work throughout a long career with disabled peoples’ organisations.  Lynne has experience of being both part of a voluntary committee, and of being a paid employee of a Third Sector organisation.  

Lynne has played a key role in organising events to mark the International Day of Disabled People and World Mental Health Day, while working for Cambridge City Council.  She has also written numerous articles on the issues and experience of being a disabled parent.

Ruth Rogers has been Age Concern Cambridgeshire’s Information and Communication Manager for 9 years and is responsible for both internal and external communications.  She manages 3 information officers, 1 older carers support worker, the mental health advocacy team and the visiting team.

Ruth has considerable understanding of the NHS.  She held a non-executive role in the NHS from 1998 to 2006 including 4.5 years as Chair of South Cambs PCT.  Ruth is currently an independent member of Cambs Police Authority and is one of two Vice Chairs.  She is also a director of Cambridge CVS and chair of Ely/Soham Dial a Ride.

Joseph Simon is a carer and an agent for his disabled son who has autism and severe learning disabilities who holds a personal budget as part of his self directed support.  Joseph has a detailed knowledge of Direct Payments and PB/SDS, being part of the in control/Individualised Budget pilot study run with LDP.  As his son’s agent, Joseph employs support workers and is familiar with employment and payroll issues.  Joseph works with Cambridgeshire County Council Adult Social Care in many ways;  a member of the In Control reference group, LDP Carers Network, and Valuing People Implementation group (Cambridge City & South Group).  Joseph is the deputy chair of the Carers Partnership Board. 
John Willis is the Chief Executive of the Varrier-Jones Foundation, a sister charity to the Papworth Trust, one of the leading disability charities in the Eastern Region.  Established in 1997 the Varrier-Jones Foundation has supervised the redevelopment of the Cambridgeshire village of Papworth Everard, where Sir Pendrill Varrier-Jones founded a tuberculosis colony in 1917.  

The development has entailed the building of a new business park, the creation of a new village centre, including a new village square and a new village green, and the sale of about 40 acres for housing.  The Foundation supports the Papworth Trust not only financially but also through providing premises for its activities.  The whole project has been described as a giant social enterprise!

A graduate of Cambridge University, John practised as a solicitor from 1986 until 1997 in London and Cambridge, specialising in property litigation.  He has just completed an MPA (Master of Public Administration) at Warwick Business School.

